
RAIL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS RATES 
 
 

1. CARGO RATES 
 

EXPORTS 
 

COMMODITY WEIGHT BLANTYRE/LIMBE 
TO NACALA 

LILONGWE TO 
NACALA 

  US $ per tonne US$ per tonne 
General Cargo Up to 12.5 tonnes 38.20 43.30 
General Cargo Over 12.5 tonnes 24.00 27.70 

 
 

IMPORTS  (DRY CARGO) 
 

COMMODITY WEIGHT BLANTYRE/LIMBE 
TO NACALA 

LILONGWE TO 
NACALA 

  US$ per tonne US$ per tonne 
General Cargo Up to 12.5 tonnes 61.00 66.20 
General Cargo Over 12.5 tonnes 39.20 44.00 

 
 

IMPORTS  (WET CARGO) 
 

COMMODITY WEIGHT NACALA TO 
BLANTYRE 

NACALA TO 
LILONGWE 

  US$ per tonne US$ per tonne 
Petrol  81.00 104.43 

Paraffin + JET A1  70.39 82.12 
Diesel  70.39 82.12 

Edible Oils  78.00  
 
1. Minimum Tonnage per wagon  -  15 tonnes 
2. Light Cargo  -  Tonnage up to 12.5 Tonnes  -  small quantity and light 
3. Heavy cargo  -  Tonnage over 12.5 Tonnes  - large quantity 
 
 

2. CONTAINER RATES 
 

A) EXPORTS 
 

LIMBE/BLANTYRE TO NACALA 
 
                  6 Metre Container    12 Metre Container 



 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Up to 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
458.70 

 
311.30 

 
147.40 

  
916.30 

 
622.60 

 
293.70 

Over 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
503.80 

 
342.10 

 
161.70 

  
916.30 

 
622.60 

 
293.70 

 
LILONGWE TO NACALA 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Up to 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
519.20 

 
311.30 

 
207.90 

  
1038.40 

 
622.60 

 
415.80 

Over 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
580.80 

 
342.10 

 
238.70 

  
1038.40 

 
622.60 

 
415.80 

 
B. IMPORTS 

 
NACALA TO BLANTYRE

 
6 Metre Container        12 Metre Container 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Up to 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
732.60 

 
476.30 

 
256.30 

  
1648.90 

 
1098.90 

 
550.00 

Over 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
825.00 

 
550.00 

 
275.00 

 
 

 
1648.90 

 
1098.90 

 
550.00 

 
 

NACALA TO LILONGWE 
 

 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Up to 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
794.20 

 
476.30 

 
317.90 

  
1831.50 

 
1098.70 

 
732.60 

Over 
12.5 

tonnes 

 
916.30 

 
550.00 

 
366.30 

  
1831.50 

 
1098.70 

 
732.60 

 



 
C.  IMPORT  (EMPTY CONTAINERS) 

 
NACALA TO BLANTYRE 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Containe
rs 

330.00 
 

225.00 105.00  660.00 450.00 210.00 

 
NACALA TO LILONGWE 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Containe
rs 

415.00 225.00 90  830.00 450.00 380.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. EXPORT  (EMPTY CONTAINERS) 
 

BLANTYRE TO NACALA 
 
               6 Metre Container         12 Metre Container 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 USD US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Containe
rs 

175.00 125.00 50.00  350.00 250.00 100.00 

 
LILONGWE TO NACALA 

 
 TOTAL CFM CEAR  TOTAL CFM CEAR 
 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 

Containe
rs 

220.00 125.00 95.00  440.00 250.00 190.00 

 
 

3. OTB CONTAINER AND BREAKBULK 
 



A)  EXPORTS 
 
  LIMBE/BLANTYRE TO NACALA          LILONGWE TO NACALA 
 
Per tonne  B/B tonne   20Ft    40Ft                 BB Tonne    20 Ft   40Ft 

 US$ US$ US$  US$ US$ US$ 
Up to 12.5 

tonnes 
38.20 458.70   43.30 519.20  

Over 12.5 
tonnes 

24.00 503.80 916.30  27.70 580.80 1038.40 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B)  IMPORTS 
 
        NACALA TO BLANTYRE    NACALA TO LILONGWE 

 
Up to 12.5 

tonnes 
61.00 732.60   62.20 794.20  

Over 12.5 
tonnes 

39.20 825.00 1648.90  44.00 916.30 1831.50 

 
 

C) EMPTY CONTAINERS 
 

Blantyre - Nacala 175 TEU  Nacala - Lilongwe 415 TEU 
Blantyre - Nacala 350 FEU  Nacala - Lilongwe 830 FEU 
Lilongwe – Nacala 220 TEU  Nacala - Blantyre 330 TEU 
Lilongwe - Nacala 440 FEU  Nacala - Blantyre 660 FEU 
 
 
    NACALA TO BLANTYRE          NACALA - LILONGWE 
 

WET CARGO (LIQ)  WET CARGO (LIQ)  
Petrol                     UD$ 81.00     per tonne  US$ 104.43 per tonne 
Paraffin + Jet A1   US$ 70.39     per tonne  US$ 82.12 per tonne 
Diesel                     US$ 70.39    per tonne  US$ 82.12 per tonne 
Edible Oils              US$  78.00   per tonne    
 
Source  :  The Central East African Railways Company Limited 
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